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The Yale Conference on Pigment Cell Biology, 1973
This issue of the Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine is devoted to the Pro-
ceedings of the Conference on Pigment Cell Biology held in New Haven, CT, Jan.
25-28, 1973, initiated by Aaron B. Lerner and co-sponsored by the Department
of Dermatology, Yale University, and the Melanoma Foundation. Several investiga-
tors at Yale actively study normal and malignant pigment cells, and all of these
workers have derived from Dr. Lerner at least part of their preoccupation with
melanocytes. Invitations were extended to other scientists to join the Yale group
in a conference for the purpose of summarizing current knowledge about pigment
cells, presenting research in progress on important unresolved questions, and con-
sidering possible new approaches for future research in the field.
A major share of the cost of the conference was born by the Melanoma Founda-
tion, Philadelphia, PA. This nonprofit corporation was created in 1971 to provide
financial support for research on the causes of melanoma and allied conditions,
to expand knowledge in the field, and to find an effective cure for these diseases.
The foundation was the inspiration of Paul Shaffer, a young Philadelphian who
developed a melanoma and died in 1971.
Invitations to the conference evoked a large response that was not unexpected
since workers in the specialized field of pigment cell research are widely dispersed,
both academically and geographically. Those who attended included representatives
of nine medical subspecialities and seven basic sciences. Of the 155 people taking
part in the conference, 19 came from nine foreign countries.
The Proceedings contain the excellent reviews of the ultrastructural and mo-
lecular biological properties of melanocytes as presented by Dr. Gisela Moellmann
and Dr. John Pawelek. Also included are the entertaining and informative remarks
by Dr. Sidney Klaus, who discussed inquiries on the nature of skin color made
by 18th- and 19th-century scientists. Most of this volume is given over to the publi-
cation of the original research by 37 scientists who were selected to present at the
Conference their experimental data on pigment cell biology. Either the complete
paper or an abstract of each talk is included in this volume, and all will be found
grouped according to general subject. Guest speakers added enormously to the suc-
cess of the Conference: Dr. Joel Rosenbaum, Yale University, "Microtubules: Syn-
thesis, Assembly and Function"; Dr. Peter Lengyel, Yale University, "Expression
of Genetic Information in Eucaryotic Cells: A Survey"; Dr. Howard Holtzer, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, "Obligatory Requirement for DNA Synthesis during Myo-
genesis and Erythrogenesis"; Dr. Sydney Brenner, MRC Laboratory of Molecular
Biology, Cambridge, England, "The Effects of Mutations on the Structure of a
Simple Nervous System"; and Dr. Robert Good, Sloan-Kettering Institute, New
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FIG. 1. Members of the Conference on Pigment Cell Biology held in New Haven, CT,
Jan. 25-28, 1973.
York City, "Clinical Immunobiology in Perspective." Their remarks, not bearing
directly on pigment cells, are not published in this volume. Finally, these Proceed-
ings contain abstracts of the work of other pigment cell biologists whose current
data were not formally presented because of the limitations of time.
The published Proceedings should not only provide a permanent record of a
very good meeting but also a generally available reference volume that shows where
research in pigment cell biology stood at the beginning of 1973.
D. MARTIN CARTER'
Guest Editor
'Associate Professor of Dermatology and Howard Hughes Medical Investigator, Yale
University School of Medicine.
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